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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


A^moimc:::'..:^.:'^ :     £ach  Sat-urday,  this  Station  presents  a  Farm  lIe;7S  Digest 
pre-oared  for  us  "by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Listening 
in  on  this  release  nill  help  you  keep  pace  ^vith  agricultural  progress  as 
reflected  in  the  ^-^ork  of  the  Department, 


5f:  ^     >;«  Tii  >}s 

Jana,  a  S-year-old  chestnut  mare,  o-ned  by  the  United  States  I.dorgan 
Horse  Farm,  at  Mddleoury,  Vermont,  recently  \7on  an  80  mile  endurance  ride 
over  mountain  roads  in  the  remarkahle  tiir.e  of  3  hours  and  56^  minutes.  The 
distance  i^/as  covered  in  t^.-o  consecutive  days,  40  miles  out  one  day  and  the 
same  distance  hack  on  the  next.     — That^s  our  horsei 


'The  bureau  of  Public  Roads  has  announced  that  there  are  nov;  7  per 
cent  more  automobiles  in  the  United  S tastes  than  there  r/ere  last  year. 
Motor  vehicle  registration  figures  for  the  first  sis  months  of  1927  as 
compared  mth  the  sajne  period  last  year  show  an  increase  of  1,374,578  machines, 
and  a  total  of  nearly  21,000,000..    That's  enough  to  give  us  all  a  ride  at 
the  same  time  —  and  every  year  the  cars  are  getting  less  croTTded. 


Soy-bean  colture  has  spread  fast  in  the  United  States  in  recent  years. 
In  spite  of  that,  last  year  we  imported  31,000,000  pounds  of  soy-beaji  oil, 
43,000,000  TDo^onds  of  soy-bean  cake,  and  4,000,000  pomids  of  soy  beans.  This 
calls  for  an  expansion  of  soy-beau  culture  in  this  country.     IJei?  varieties 
collected  by  the  Department's  plant  h'Jnter  in  China  are  novrbeing  tested. 
Many  of  them^  look  promising. 


The  important  part  forests  play  in  th o  regulation  of  stream  flo^7 
is  shOT7n  in  the  Department's  publication  on  -'forests  and  ''^ater''    The  forest, 
you  knov/,  breaks  the  force  of  storms.     It  abocrbs  some  of  the  vrater.  It 
permits  still  m.ore  -"ater  to  see-o  dot/n  into  the  soil  --here  it  is  gradually 
released  to  feed  the  springs  and  larger  streaiv.s.     ifeintenance  of  a  forest 
cover  is  often  the  cheapest  and  best  ^7ay  of  preventing  erosion^     The  forest 
tends  to  bind  the  soil  in  place. 
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A"A  speakiiLT  of  vatsr  and  floods  and  siich,  a  staridardisation  expert 
of  the  Bureau  of  Aariciiltural  Bconoinics  has  boea  assigned  to  help  farmers 
in  the  Louisiana  flood  areas  grade  and  pack  truck  crops  this  fall  and  i-dnter.. 
Many  of  the  farmers  in  the  flood  sections  v;ho  v/ere  forced  to  imt  in  ti'uck 
crop:^  instead  of  their  xisual  plantings  are  unfa^Tiiliar  vdth  grading  and 
packing  methods,     in  this  '•■•ork  the  Federal  marketing  officials  vdll  cooper- 
ate with  the  State  e"tension  service. 


Scientists  of  the  Deportment  have  also  -'/orked  out  x'ays  for 
mechanical  and  chemical  deternins.tion  of  commercial  grades  of  raisins.  This 
nevr  system  of  raisin  grading  is  ezpected  to  prove  a  hig  imDrovement  over  the 
old  system  of  grading  by  visual  inspection  which  often  led  to  disputes  and 
misunderstandings  between  growers  and  m.arketing  agencies. 


A  national  conference  of  official  State  delegates  is  to  be  held 
in  Chicago  November  30  in  an  effort  to  formu].ate  uniform  rules  and  regulations 
for  certification  and  accreditation  of  ooultry  flocks  in  the  various  States. 
As  it  is  nov;  -Then  you  are  buying  hatching  eggs,  baby  chicks,  or  breeding 
stock,  it  is  hard  to  'c.-^ov  -^-hat  the  vrord  ''accredited"  or  "certified"  stands 
for  in  the  particular  '  ":-^3  in  ^jhich  it  is  used.     Inhere  axe  22  States  with 
rules  for  certification  of  flocks,  but  tne  rules  are  different  in  different 
States. 


About  Tiovi  is  the  time  to  fstten  and  sell  your  surr)lus  roosters 
and-  early  hatche;!  T^-Jl-ats.     ".'Prii'rt  roultry  prices  are  usually  highest 
just  before  Thanlcsgi ving  and  Christmas.     There  is  often  a.  difference  of 
5  cents  a  poujid.  bet-veen  the  m<T,rket  price  of  thin  and  plu::iD  chickens.  You 
can  fatten  them  in  from  one  to  three  'veeks.     A  4  pound  rooster  should  add 
a  pound  in  tvro  weeks,    A  soft  mssh  conrjosed  of  4  parts,  b^r  peight,  of  corn, 
2  parts  oatm-eal,  2  parts  mdddlings,  and  1  part  beef  scrap  is  good  for  fat- 
tening,'   The  ground  grain  should  be  mived  thoroughly  and  moistened  with 
sour  skim  milk  or  buttermilk.     Milk  is  fine  in  fattening  mi:!:tures.     Use  a 
qrj2.rt  of  ::nilk  to  each  pound  of  mash. 


Doctor  Mohler,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  says  that 
livestock  losses  fro''"  ';rr;  ^:ites  have  been  tolerated  too  long  and  are  being 
accepted  toe  c  omul  act./':!  .     'B^e  livestock  industry  can  not  afford  to  let 
this  situation  continue.     Some  of  the  parasites  are  spre,.  '  .  i    and  causing 
micre  damage  than  ever  bef':^re.     The  interna.1  paresit':r-  \  rate  from 

one  organ  to  another  within  the  bodies  of  anim.als  py^,  .     .  -  -  :  J.y  hard  to 
control.     It  is  'olanned  to  give  these  pests  special  stud:'. 
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Year  before  last  farmers  of  the  United  States  lor.t  rbout  85,000,000 
bushels  of  potatoes  and  more  th3,n  22,700,000  b-ashela  of  apples  due  to  re- 
duction in  ;/ields  caused  by  plant  diseases.     Sut  that's  not  all.  Some 
plant  diseases  cause  decay  of  fruits  and  vegetables  in  transit.    Fresh  fruit 
and  vegetables  amount  to  only  1.27  per  cent  of  the  tonnage  of  the  rail- 
roads.    In  recent  years,  horrever,  this  business  has  accounted  for  nioro  than 
20  per  cent  of  all  damage  claims  paid  by  the  railroads.     There  is  also 
damage  and  wastage  in  the  '7holesale  and  retail  markets.     Such  losses,  in  the 
field  or  in  transit,  reduce  the  return  received  by  the  producer  and  increase 
prices  Tvhich  must  be  paid  by  the  cons"'jjTier.     But  the  Federal  government  and 
the  State  Experiment  stations  are  Tvorking  to  develop  ne-'-/  and  better  methods 
of  control  of  the  plant  disease  r^hich  cause  the  trouble. 


The  methods  r^orked  out  so  far  to  control  that  menacing  insect  pest, 
the  European  corn  borer  are  summarized  in  e.  nev;  bulletin,     i-^rite  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  for  ?8,rm.ers  Biilletin  ITo.  1543,  the  Suropean  Corn 
Borer,  Its  present  status  and  m^ethods  of  control,     Imrostigations  have 
sho^vn  conclusively  that  total  eradication  of  the  corn  borer  is  beyond  the 
realm  of  possibility.     It  has  been  found  possible,  h0Y;ever,  to  keep  down  the 
damage  to  a  miinimum  by  vigorous  control  measui-es.     The  btilletin  tells  just 
V7hst  to  do. 


Root  diseases  and.  injurie-.s:  affecting  alfalfa  plants  in  many  parts 
of  the  large  producing  sections-  of  the  country  are  described  in  Departm;ent 
Circu].ar  425- C. 


The  Biological  Survey  also  has  bulletins  on  the  best  v;ay  of  trapping 
and  poisoning  moles,  mice,  and  pocket  gophers.     This  is  the  time  of  the  year 
to  prevent  damage  to  tulips  and  iillies  and  other  bulbs.     This  is  the  time  of 
the  year  the  rodents  are  burrc-ing  their  miderground  passageways  to  their 
food  supply. 


The  Survey  regards  bounties  paid  for  the  destruction  of  i^olves 
and  other  destructive  animals  as  e-cpensive  and  ineffective.     One  reason 
is  because  himters  resort  to  all  kinds  cf  schemes  to  increase  their  income 
from  the  bounties.     Coyotes  have  actually  been  farmed  in  order  to  collect 
more  bounties. 
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AI-rjOITJCEim^^:    Each  week  this  Station  presents  the  Farm  ¥ev7s  Digest  prepared 
by  the  United  States  ."Department  of  Agriculture-     In  it,  you  hear  the  announce- 
ments and  findings  of  the  Department  in  the  many  fields  of  agricultural 
activity  in  which  it  is  no-u  engaged. 


The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  issued  an  order  v/hich  removes  the 
cattle  tick  quarantine  from  South  Carolina  and  Virginia-     The  Atlantic 
Coast  States  as  far  south  as  Florida  are  now  practically  free  from  ticks. 
Tile  order  will  become  effective  December  1. 


But  T/hile  the  fight  against  the  insect  vzhich  spreads  the  Texss  fever 
of  cattle  made  good  progress  in  the  South,  that  insect  plant  pest  knovm  as 
the  Japanese  beetle  made  slight  gains  in  Fennsj^lvania,  ITew  York,  and  Con-  , 
necticut.    An  ere.dication  experiment  v.hich  will  involve  intensive  soil 
treatment  to  kill  the  beetles  will,  it  is  thought,  make  unnecessary  the 
immedia.te  inclusion  of  the  nev;  slightly  infested  areas  under  quarantine. 


In  order  to  prevent  more  damaging  insects  from  -japan  gaining  a  foot— 
hold  in  the  orange  and  3,enion  groves  of  Florida  and  California,  the  Depart- 
ment has  issued  a  techxiical  bulletin  describing  "The  Citrus  Insects  of 
Japan",  so  they  ma^j  be  m.cre  readily  recognized  and  propiptly  controlled  in 
case  any  of  them  should  happen  to  get  into  our  groves.     Citrus  fruits  have 
been  cultivated  in  Japan  for  at  leat  1,300  years,  instead  of  300  years  as 
formerly  believed.  . 


ihe  campaign  conducted  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  cooperation 
v;ith  thirteen  ITorth-Central  States,  to  eradicate  the  common  barberry,  which 
carries  and  spreads  the  stem  rust  of  wheat,  has  been  effective  in  proportion 
to  the  numbers  of  barberries  destroyed.     In  the  13  States  of  the  barberry, 
eradication  area,  the  estimated  average  loss  from  stem  rust  has  been  33,000,- 
GOO  bushels  of  v/heat  a  year,  for  the  past  12  years.     The  last  six  years, 
the  average  loss  dropped  to  16,000,000  bushels  a  year  as  compared  to 
50,000,000  bushels  a  year  during  the  first  six  years.     The  recent  occurrence 
of  stem  rust  of  wheat  over  large  areas  emphasizes  the  fact  that  many  more 
millions  of  barberry  bushes  are  yet  to  be  destroyed.     Two  million  eight 
hundred  thousand  bushes  vrere  killed  last  year^    Hie  figures  for  this  year 
are  not  all  in. 
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More  nev/s  of  progress  cones  from  Craig  Cotmty,  Virginia.  Eleven 
years  ago,  there  v/asn^t  a  purebred  "bull  in  the  county,     Now  there  isn't 
a  grade  or  scrub  bull  in  the  county,  but  there  are  41  registered  purebred . 
bulls.    That  makes  Craig  County,  Virginia^  the  second  county  in  the  United 
States  to  go  on  a  100  per  cent  purebred-bull  basis.     The  first  county  to 
get  rid  of  all  of  its  inferior  bulls  was  Union  County,  Kentucky.  .Tnat 
county  will  be  next  to  join  Union  County,  Kentuci^y,  and  Craig  Coiinty^ 
Virginia? 


The  Biological  Survey  of  the  Department  reports  that  there  are  many • 
Ipcalities  in  the  United  States,  especially  in  the  States  along  the  Can- 
adian border,  v/here  beaver  fur  fai'ining  could  be  carried  on  profitably. 
A  rough  guide  to  desirable  range  for  beavers  is  the  presence  of  aspen  or 
poplar  trees,  v;hich  are  their  favorite  food*    A  small  beaver  fur  farm  is 
most  likely  to  prove  profitable  at  first.     Anyone  interested  should  write 
to  the  Department  for  Technical  Bulletin  Ho*  21->T. 


The  rav;— fur  catch  season  before  last  v;as  20  per  cent  lov/er  than  the 
year  before.     Last  season  the  decrease  was  even  greater.     The  Biological 
Survey,  in  its  summary  of  fur  laws  for  the  season  1927—28,  just  issued, 
declares  that  the  problem  of  conserving  the  remnant  of  the  fur  supply  and 
supplementing  it  from  other  sources  must  be  faced  by  all  v/ho  are  interested 
in  the  future  of  one  of  the  oldest  industries  of  this  country.  "The 
States  must  make  and  enforce  appropriate  fur— conservation  lav/s  or  the  public 
and  private  benefits  from  our  fur  resources  v;ill  diminish  to  the  vanishing 
point  in  the  not  distant  future," 


A  group  of  marsh  islands  lying  in  the  Matanzas  Biver  about  15  miles 
south  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  has  been  set  aside  as  a  Federal  bird 
refuge  for  terns  and  other  wild  fo'vvl. 


V/ith  the  establishment  of  the  Ccala  Division  of  the  Florida  TTational 
Forest  as  a  separate  National  Forest,  there  are  now  160  national  forests, 
located  in  32  States  and  the  territories  of  /J.aska  and  Porto  Sico.  Last 
year,  an  aggregate  of  158,180,424  acres  were  added  to  these  national  forests. 
The  national  forests,  you  know,  are  administered  by  the  Forest  Service  ^Jinder 
the  policy  of  "conservation  through  wise  use."     Such  uses  include  the  grov,-- 
ing  and  cutting  of  timber  on  a  perpetual  crop  basis,  the  use  of  range  lands 
for  livestock  grazing,  recreation,  and  a  great  many  other  special  uses  and 
activities. 
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V/e  now  have  United  States  standards,  foi*  35  different  fruits  and  vege- 
tables from  articholces  to  watermelons.     '.Ve  have  United  States  standards 
for  cotton,  dair;/,  poultry  products,  grain,  hay,  livestock^  meats,  totacco, 
wool,  and  containers.     These  national  standards  for  farm  products  are  help- 
ing  solve  our  distribution  problems.     Circular  ITo,  8-C  entitled  National 
Standards  for  Parm  Products"  tells  how  these  standards  were  developed  and 
the  uses  v;hich  they  serve.     Y/rite  to  the  t&iited  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture for  it. 


Information  on  "The  Farni  Eeal  Sstate  Situation-,  1926-27"  can  be 
obtained  from  the  same  source.     Ask  for  Circular  Ho,  15-G.    Any  increase 
in  farm  returns  this  year  is  expected  to  be  reflected  in  improved  farm 
values.     The  credit  situation  with  respect  to  farm  real  estate  continues 
favorable,     First  mortgage  money  is  in  good  supply  at  favorable  interest 
rates,     Farm  taxes  seem  to  have  passed  the  peak.    The  outlook  is  for  them 
to  shov/  downv/ard  tendency  in  the  immediate  future.     The  outlook  in  the 
investment  markets  points  to  still  lower  interest  rates  and  continued 
favorable  mortgage  rates  can  be  expected  to  hold  for  some  time  to  come, 
with  slight  further  declines  not  improbable. 


How  is  the  time  to  make  plans  for  a  supply  of  summer  Silage  and  green 
crops  to  supplement  pastures.     Some  farmers  seem,  to  think  that  pasture  is 
all  that  a  cov;  needs.    But  in  addition  to  good  pasture,  cows  producing 
more  than  20  pounds  of  milk  should  be  given  1  po-ond  of  grain  to  each  4  to 
6  poxmds  of  milk  produced.     The  grain  may  be  a  mixture  of  ordinary  farm 
grains,  such  as  com,  oats,  vyheat,  bran,  or  barley,  and  should  always  be 
ground.     For  cows  producing  more  than  35  pounds  of  milk  a  day,  the  grain 
mixt-ure  should  contain  one  high-~proteih  concentrate,  such  as  oil  meals; 
otherwise  the  ration  will  be  too  low  in  protein  in  comparison  with  carbo- 
hydrates and  fats,    'vi/hen  pastures  are  poor  or  dry,  it  is  best  to  supplement 
them  with  other  succulent  feeds,  such  as  summer  silage  or  crops  grovni  to 
be  fed  green.     Leaflet  Noo  7-L  will  tell  you  how  to  do  it.     Jvite  the  De~ 
partment  for  it. 


And  speaking  of  milk,  dried  skim  milk  has  been  found  to  be  a  very  de- 
sirable addition  in  making  a  loaf  of  bread.    l;Vhen  used  with  good  flour,  it 
is  possible  to  get  a  loaf  10  per  cent  larger  and  about  4  per  cent  heavier 
than  without  it.     The  milk  also  adds  to  the  food  value  of  the  loaf.  The 
added  cost  is  more  than  made  up  for  by  the  number  of  loaves  which  can  be 
made  from  a  barrel  of  flour. 
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  Each  week  this  Station  presen>^Jbe  Mm  News  Digest  prepared 

"by  the  United  States  Department  of  AgriculturcT^^^^s  feature  gives  in  a 
tricf  rray  the  activities  and  findings  of  the  Department.  In  it  you  will 
often  find  suggestions  not  only  of  interest,  but  of  great  practical  value 

****** ********* 


The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  T7ill  have  interesting 
exhibits  at  the  International  Live  Stock  Exposition  in  Chicago  November 
25  to  December  3.    Among  those  exhibits  is  one  illustrating  the  curse  of 
overgrazing.    In  ranch  studies  made  by  the  Forest  Service  over  a  period  of 
12  years,  overgrazing  v/as  found  to  result  in  an  average  of  53  calves  for 
each  100  cows.    Proper  grazing  resulted  in  a  calf  crop  of  78  calves  for 
each  100  cows.    'The  properly  grazed  range  resulted  in  a  7,4  per  cent  profit 
on  the  rancher's  investment,  while  the  mismanaged  ranches  resulted  in  a 
. 5»8  per  cent  loss  on  investment. 

Another  exhibit  will  show  the  value  of  sheep  raising*  another  the 
value  of  sweet  clover  as  pasture,  still  another  exhibit  points  out  thett 
there  are  jiow  50  million  pigs  .protected  against  cholera  by  imraunizatidji 
and  sanitary  meas\ires.    The  importance  of  hog-raisers  protecting  their 
pigs  against  cholera  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  400  hogs  die  of  hog 
cholera  in  the  United  States  each  hour  of  the  year. 

Other  exhibits  tull.  show  the  market  phases  of  the  Department's  live- 
stock work.    For  instance,  there- will  be  one  showing  how  farmers  profit 
from  the  market  news  service.    Fifty-five  radio  stations  in  the  United 
States  now  broadcast  livestock,  meats  and  wool  reports  to  a  potential 
audience  of  a  million  and  a  quarter  farmers.    These  reports  are  gathered 
daily  by  trained  men  and  broadcast  to  farmers  within  the  hour. 

Federal  scouts  checking  up  on  this  yearns  spread  of  the  com  borer 
have  found  the  pest  in  8  more  counties  since  the  first  report  on  September 
2\m    That  makes  55  new  counties  infested  this  year. 


And  speaking  of  insects,  you  knov/  birds  help  keep  many  kinds  of  in- 
sects in  checko    Some  birds  do  a  good  deal  of  damage;  but,  as  a  general 
rale,  the  birds  that  eat  largely  of  insect  foods  are  the  most  valuable. 
Wrens,  for  instance^  are  one  of  the  most  effective  enemies  of  insects. 
pair  of  wrens  hustling  food  for  their  young  account  for  an  enormous  numher 
of  insects  in  a  season.    The  boat-tailed  grackle,  on  the  other  hand,  likes 
com  and  rice,  and  does  considerable  damage.    The  barn  owl  is  cormionly 
shot  on  sight,  b\\t  shouldn^t  be.    Bam  owls  destroy  many  small  rodents, 
especially  the  pocket  gophers  in  the  West. 
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Experiments  conducted  by  the  Department  df  Agriculture  have  proved 
that  clothes  moths  can  develop  in  chests  lined  with  red-cedar  veneer. 
Such  chests  are  not  genuine  red-cedar  chests.    Oenuine  red-cedar  chests, 
r7ith  a  body  made  of  three-quarter  inch  red-cedar  lumber  in  good  condition, 
will  protect  against  moths.    The  experiments  sho'-v  that. 


Department  scientists  have  also  devised  a  simple  apparatus  in  VThich 
narcissus  bulbs  can  be  safely  and  effectively  fumigated.    Those  interested 
can  get  a  description  of  the  apparatus  by  applying  for  Circular  ITo.  7-C 
on  "An  apparatus  for  the  Rapid  Vaporization  of  Carbon  Disulphide," 


,  The  Chief  of  the  Forest  Service  says  that  rre  axe  using  up  our  timber 
supply  much  faster  than  it  is  being  replaced.    V/e  have  enough  land  avail- 
able to  make  our  timber  supply  self— sustaining,    le  won't  even  have  to  cut 
do'rn  on  the  present  use  of  wood,  if  we  put  the  available  land  to  work  grow- 
ing timber  to  replace  what  vie  currently  cut.    But  we  are  not  doing  that.  In 
order  to  do  it,  the  chief  says,  it  will  take  all  that  the  forest-using  in- 
dustries can  do  to  replace  their  raw  material,    lot  only  that,  it  vdll  also 
take  all  the  public  support  that  can  be  mstered  behind  the  State  forestry 
departments  and  the  national  Forest  Service  in  the  extension  of  forest  pro- 
tection, research,  timber  planting,  and  public  ovmership  of  forest  lands. 
"Te  must  grow  new  timber  crops. 


Last  spring  there  were  2,756,000  forest  trees  planted  in  the  State 
of  Nebraska,    That's  keeping  up  the  good  work.    You  know,  Nebraska  is  the 
native  state  of  Arbor  Day  and  also  the  home  of  one  of  the  first  forest-tree 
nurseries  in  the  country. 


In  order  to  meet  the  demand  for  information  on  practical  ways  and  means 
of  growing  timber  profitably  in  the  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  the 
Forest  Service  is  getting  out  a  series  of  bulletins  dealing  with  the  12 
principal  forest  regions  of  the  United  States,    One  of  these  bulletins,  on 
Timber  Growing  and  Logging  Practice  in  the  TJestern  ^Thite  Pine  and  Larch-Fir 
Forests  of  the  Northern  P.ocky  Mountains,  has  j\ist  been  issued.  Anyone 
interested  in  measures- Becsssary  ijo  keep  forest  land  productive  and  to  pro- 
duce full  timber  crops  in  that  tegion  should  apply  for  Department  Bulletin 
No.  1494.    Forest  landoTOers  of  the  United  States  should  determine  for  them- 
selves, '.Tith  the  same  care  with  which  they  approach  any  other  business 
proposition,  whether  timber  growing  does  not  offer  a  commercial  opportunity 
v/hich  should  be  grasped. 
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You  poultrymen  will,  no  doulDt,  te  glad  to  learn  that  the  Department 
has  a  new  bulletin  out  on  deeding  clilckens.    Ask  for  Farmers  Bulletin 
No.  1541. 


And  here's  a  good  suggestion  for  sections  where  dairy  herds  are 
small.    You  men  who  own  small  herds  can  get  the  benefits  of  association 
testing  at  lower  cost  per  cow  than  you  could  get  in  a  regular  dairy  herd 
Improvement  association.    The  idea  is  to  test  every  other  month  or  siac 
times  a  year,  instead  of  every  month  or  twelve  times  a  year.    The  next 
"best  thing  to  the  regular  monthly  test  is  the  every-other-raonth  test. 
Circular  1-G  tells  about  it. 


An  analysis  of  migration  of  population  to  and  from  the  farm  shows 
that  there  is  a  steady  weeding  out  of  ojder  people  on  the  farm  who  are 
replaced  in  part  by  younger  men  and  women  from  the  cities^    That  results 
in  the  development  of  a  more  vigorous  and  efficient  agriculture.  One 
trouble  is,  however,  that  those  who  leave  the  fams  take  their  wealth  and 
experience  with  them,  and  the  loss  retards  improvements  in  rural  institu*- 
tions. 


"The  world  moves".  We  now  have  seven  per  cent  more  automobiles  than 
we  had  last  year,  and  we  are  evidently  using  our  automobiles  more.  Gaso- 
line tax  figures  indicate  11.4  per  cent  more  gasoline  was  constmed  during 
the  first  six  months  of  this  year  than  during  the  like  period  last  ydaro 
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Each  week  this  Station  presets  the  Farm.Ue\7S  Digest  prepared 
for  us       the  United  States  Department  of  Agr 5! culture.    This  feature  of  our 
program  sUiMarizes  for  you  some  of  the  principal  findings  and  activities  of 
the  Department  of  ^agriculture  and  its  cooperators,  '  Often  ;/ou  v;ill  find  in 
this  ne'.vs  practical  hints  which  will  be  of  much  value  to  you. 


Another  national  hoys'  and  girls ^  -1-H  club  camp  will  he  held  in  "Jashington 
next  June,    The  -i-H  clubs  in  each  State  may  send  two  boys  and  two  girls  as 
representatives  to  the  1928  camp,  a-s  they  did  this  year.    The  delegates  will 
be  accompa.nied  by  a  member  of  the  State  Agricultural  Extension  Service  in 
charge  of  the  club  work.    There  will  be  addresses  on  matters  of  national 
interest  by  persons  prominent  in  Government  affairs,  and  time  ^vill  be  given 
the  boys  and  girls  to  get  around  "Vashington  and  learn  more  about  ho'w  our 
government  works.    There  are  now  600, 000.  farm  boys  and  girls  in  the  4-H 
clubs  conducted  by  extension  workers  employed  by  the  department  and  the  State 
agricultural  colleges.    Among  the  lines  of  club  work  are  grov/ing  corn, 
potatoes,  cotton,  pigs,  beef,  dairy  calves  and  poultry,  making  clothes, 
preparing  food,  and  improving  the  home. 


According  to  Lloyd  S.  Tennjr,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econ- 
omics, in  order  to  arrive  at  and  me.intain  a  prosperous  agriculture,  all 
agencies  concerned  with  production  and  ma.rketing,  including  private.  State 
and  Federal  research  organizations,  must  make  a  mass  attack  on  farm  problem.s. 
Studies  made  by  the  Bureau  clearly  show  the  need  of  greater  efficiency  in 
fam  organization  and  more  elasticity  in  adjusting  farm  operations  to  chang- 
ing economic  conditions.    In  the  future,  organized  farmers  working  in  cooper"' 
ation  with  State  and  Federal  agencies  should  be  able  to  avoid  many  of  the 
losses  resulting  from  badly  adjusted  production,  which  have  been  experienced 
in  the  past  by  some  of  our  e.gricultural  groups. 


And  speaiiing  of  cooperation,  members  of  cooperative  organizations  should 
be  kept  informed  about  the  policies  and  practices  of  their  associations,.  If 
the  members  think  an  association  is  badly  managed  or  that  expenses  are  too 
high,  they  will  be  guided  by  what  they  think  are  facts  regardless  of  what  the 
facts  may  be.,    Their  action  should  be  based  on  Imowledge  and  the  association 
sho\ild  keep  them  informed. 


11/26/27 


The  average  tobacco  yield  in  the  United  States  this  year  is  745,8  pounds 
per  acre.    Last  year  the  average  yield  ^va3  787  pounds  per  acre.     The  lov; 
yields  comliined  ^vith  generally  reduced  acreages  are  having  the  result  of 
sharply  reducing  the  production  of  air  cured,  dark  fired,  and  cigar  tj/pes  of 
tooacco.    Bright  flue  cured  tohacco,  hov;ever,  has  expanded  in  acreage  to  meet 
the  constantly  increased  domestic  smd  foreign  demand,    Burley  tobacco  production 
is  practically  a  third  less  than  last  3-ear, 


The  31acl:  Prairie  Belt  of  Alabama  and  IJississijjpi  is  in  a  period  of 
uncertainty  as  to  the  best  kind  of  fanrting  to  carry  on,    Lorr  prices  for  cotton, 
continued  boll-77eevil  damage,  and  the  spread  of  Bermuda  and  Johnson  grasses 
have  made  cotton  production  highly  risi^.    :3ut  the  soil  is  suited  to  forage 
crops,  and  a  large  part  of  the  land  could  be  made  into  fine  pastures,  Live- 
stock production  seems  to  offer  one  r/ay  out.    Systems  of  farming  for  that 
section,  in  v/hich  dairying,  beef,  and  early  lamb  production  are  combined  .with 
the  growing  of  Joimson  grass  hay  and  a  limited  amou.nt  of  cotton,  are  outlined 
in  Farmers'  Bulletin  ITo,  1546-5*  just  issued  by  the  Department, 


Hov;  to  increase  grain  crop  yields  in  the  dry-farming  areas  of  the  Pacific 
northT^est  by  using  improved  methods  is  outlined  in  another  farmers'  Bulletin 
!To.  1545-F. 


The  forests  of  the  United  States  can  be  made  to  grow  four  times  as  much 
^ood.  as  they  are  no'.?  grooving.     The  lorest  Service  estim.ates  that  nearly  half 
of  our  forest  area  is  at  present  producing  no  net  grov^th.    Adequate  protection 
from  fire  and  intensive  management  of  our  forests  a.s  crops  ',7ould  ultim^ately 
res-alt  in  a  yield  of  trrenty-seven  billion  cubic  feet,  as  compared  '7ith  the  esti- 
mated net  grorth  at  x-'^'fssent  of  six  billion  cubic  feet. 


In  addition  to  eradicating  cattle  ticks  and  so  improving  the  condition  of 
cettle  in  respect  to  disease  and  parasites,  many  5'lorida  cattle  owners  are  get~ 
ting  rid  of  scnib  bulls  and  replacing  them  r;ith  pui'ebred  sires. 


1,798,080  imported  insect  parasites  of  the  com  borer  have  been  turned  loose 
in  the  infested  areas  in  the  fight  against  the  corn  borer^    These  represent 
tv7elve  different  species,  si;:  of  which  have  already  become  established  here. 
But  it  may  tal:e  several  years  for  these  natural  enemies  of  the  corn  borer  to  have 
any  important  effect  on  the  borers.     In  the  meantime,  vTe'll  have  to  go  ahead 
with  the  clean-up  measures. 
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And  speaking  of  cbrn;  the  International  Live  Stock  Exposition  in  Chicago 
from  nov7  to  December  3,  has  an  exhibit  by  the  Department  of  the  self-feeding 
system  of  raising  sows  and  their  litters.    The, live  sow  and  her  pigs  seem  to 
be  thriving.    They  seem  to  have  the  knack  of  selecting  the  proper  proportions 
of  feeds  to  make  the  most  profitable  gains.    There  is  also  an  exhibit  there 
on  the  proper  use  of  soybeans  in  pork  production,  and  a  number  of  others  in— 
clu(£ji|!gone  showing  you  how  to  shoe  your  own  horses,  now  that  the  blacksmith  is 
running  the  village  filling  station. 


This  is  the  time  of  the  year  to  keep  an  eye  on  your  wagon  and  motor 
truck  scales.    Don't  let  water  collect  ia  the  scale  pit.    Often  wst.er 
freezes  solid  about  the  levers  of  wagon  scales.    This  completely  destroys 
the  accuracy  of  the  scale  and  has  a  marked  effect  on  the  action  of  the  scale 
beam.     If  the  free  even  action  and  rather  slow  motion  of  the  beam  changes, 
lock  for  the  trouble.    A  quickening  in  the  motion  of  the  beam,  a  decrease  in 
the  sensitiveness,  or  a  tendency  to  (3e  down  fa.st  and  the  beam  to  come  to  rest 
after  a  few  seconds  shows  that  things  may  not  be  all  right.     In  winter  ice  may 
cause  the  trouble. 


The  Department  has  just  published  a  Technical  Bulletin  Uo.  53-T  on  the 
Jerusalem  artichoke,  which  collects  and  reviews  all  the  published  work  on  the 
artichoke  and  gives  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  varieties  of  this  plant, 
all  parts  of  which  can  be  used  for  feed,  forage,  hijman  food,  or  for  manu- 
factured articles.    Jemsalem  artichokes  have  been  long  neglected. 


Among  the  foreign  plants  recently  introduced  into  this  country  is  the 
karoo  bush,  held  in  high  esteem  in  South  Africa  because  it  affords  extensive 
pasturage  for  sheep.     It  is  said  to  withstand  temperatures  near  zero 
Fahrenheit  and  is  knoi/vn  to  be  very  drought  resistant.     It  has  special  value 
for  the  Southwest  on  account  of  its  possible  value  as  a  browse  plant. 


The  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils  of  the  Department  v/ants  an  assistant 
bacteriologist  and  an  associate  bacteriologist*    Applicants  for  these  jobs 
must  show  that  they  are  graduates  from  a  college  of  recognized  standing.  The 
Assistant  Bacteriologist  must  have  had  at  least  two  years  graduate  work  or 
experience  and  the  Associate  Bacteriologist  roust  have  had  three  years  gradu-» 
ate  work  or  experience.    These  jobs  pay  $2400  and  $3000  a  year,  respectively. 
Applications  must  be  in  by  December  6.    For  further  particulars  write  the 
Civil  Service  Commission,  Washington,  D, 
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In  the  E-oreau  of  Agricultural  Economics  there  are  also  openings  for 
an  assistant  chief  marketing  specicxlist  in  dairy  products  a,t  $3,800  to 
$5,000  a  year;  a  marketing  specialist  in  dairy  products  at  $3,000  to 
$3,600  a  year;  and  an  assistant  marketing  specialist  in  dairy  products 
at  $2,400  to  $3,000  a  year.    Write  to  the  Civil  Service  Cornmission  for 
particulars.    The  examination  papers  v/ith  application  must  he  on  file  for 
these  johs  Tvith  the  Commission  not  later  than  Decemher  13. 

There  is  also  aii  opening  for  a  milk  teclinologist  at  $3800.  Applica- 
tion raust  he  on  file  -with  the  Civil  Service  Commission  at  Washington,  not 
later  than  Cscember  6. 
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The  steadily  diminishing  supply  of  fur  animals  in  the  United  States 
tends  to  prove  that  the  "fur  wearer"  is  increasing  faster  than  the  "fur  bearer". 
Colectors  of  raw  furs  estimate  that  the  catch  during  the  past  season  was  approxi- 
mately 20  per  cent  less  than  in  the  previous  season. 


"Pay  it  with  pullets"  is  the  slogan  of  farm  hoys  and  girls  of  Tennessee 
who  returned  1,910  standard  bred  pullets  to  the  bankers  who  supplied  them  with 
eggs  last  spring  on  the  "Return  a  pullet"  payment  plan.     The  boys  and  girls  are 
members  of  poultry  clubs  conducted  by  extension  workers.     These  pullets  will  be 
sold  at  auction  by  the  bankers  to  interest  the  farmers  of  the  State  in  better 
poultry. 


Sauerkraut  shipments  coming  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Tederal  food 
and  drugs  act  will  be  watched  by  food  inspectors  to  determine  if  the  sauerkraut 
meets  the  Federal  standard,    Preliminary  examinations  of  a  few  shipments  indi- 
cate that  some  of  the  sauerkraut  now  being  placed  ut)on  the  market  falls  below 
the  standard.     The  definition  and  standard  for  sauerkraut  is  as  follows: 

"Sauerkraut  is  the  clean,  sound  prod\xct,  of  characteristic  acid  flavor, 
obtained  by  the  full  fermentation,  chiefly  lactic,  of  properly  prepared  and 
shredded  cabbage  in  the  presence  of  not  less  than  two  per  cent  nor  more  than 
three  per  cent  of  salt.     It  contains,  upon  completion  of  the  fermentation,  not 
less  than  one  and  one-half  per  cent  of  acid,  expressed  as  lactic  acid.  Sauer- 
kraut which  has  been  rebrined  in  the  process  of  canning  or  repacking  contains 
not  less  than  one  per  cent  of  acid,  expressed  as  lactic  acid." 


Lovers  of  cane  sirup  will  now  be  able  to  obtain  the  genuine  sugar-cane 
flavor  in  an  entirel.y  new  form.     A  new  product  called  "cane  cream"  has  been 
originated  as  a  result  of  experiments  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture cases  of  this  new  product  are  to  be  made  by  a  Louisiana  sugar  factory 
during  the  present  season  for  trial  distribution  to  retail  trade.    The  new 
product  is  made  entirely  from  the  juice  of  the  sugar  cane,    Nothing  is  added 
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and  nothing  is  taken  away.     It  has  the  color  of  cane  sirup  and  the  smooth,  at- 
tractive consistency  of  the  soft  centers  of  chocolate-coated  cream  candy.  In 
fact,  cane  cream  is  made  "by  the  same  process  as  is  used  in  candy  factories  for 
making  candy ncream  centers. 

MILLFEED  PRICES  LO^TEST  IN  YEARS 

Liberal  supplies,  and  a  limited  consuming  demand,  have  held  millfeed 
prices,  early  in  Kovemher,  at  the  lowest  level  for  this  time  since  1921,  says 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Bran  is  selling  at  $3        'fe^    ver  ton  lower  than 
a  year  ago.     Shorts  and.  middlings  are  around       cheaper  than  a  year  ago..  Con- 
sumption continues  to  he  restricted  by  ixnusually  good  fall  pasturage.     In  addic- 
tion, the  use  of  bran  as  a  source  of  protein  has  doubtless  been  curtailed  in  . 
some  sections  by  competion  of  cottonseed  meal  and  gluten  feed  which  are  a.lso 
selling  at  lower  prices. 

AGRI CLOTURE  HAS  "FAIR"  YEAR 

The  gross  financial  returns  to  agriculture  probably  will  not  be  far 
from  last  year's  figures  according  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  "Spring 
wheat  and  cotton  are  the  dark  spots  in  the  picture  this  fall.     The  apple  in- 
dustry may  also  be  noted  as  sharply  depressed  by  low  prices",  the  report  says. 
"Except  for  some  depression  in  the  territory  of  those  crcos,  however,  the  seas- 
on winds  up  with  about  average  crop  yields,  and  a  probability  of  gross  financial 
retvirns  not  far  from  last  year's  figures".      "Corn  prices  are  slightly  higher 
but  still  low  enough  to  encourage  feeders.     Hog  prices  stay  relatively  high  and 
reports  indicate  a  materially  larger  crop  of  pigs  in  prospect  this  fall.  The 
small  1925  crop  of  3:i.ogs,  now  in  pack,  cost  the  packers  nearly  $1,200,000,000. 
It  broxight  producers  more  money  than  in  .'any  year  excepting  the  wartime  inflation 
years.     Measured  in  terms  of  corn  prices  during  the  marketing  season  it  was 
probably  the  most  profitable  ever  marketed". 

HEARING  UPON  "CREAM  MEAL" 

"Cream  meal",  a  corn  product,  is  to  be  the  subject  of  a  hearing  before 
the  Food  Standards  Committee  at  Washington,  D.  C.  on  November  30-    All  interest- 
ed persons  are  invited  to  submit  information  with  respect  to  the  methods  of 
manufacture  and  composition  of  "cream  meal",  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
definition  and  standard  for  the  product. 

OPPORTUITITY  BECKONS  TO  RURAL  YOUTH 

"Given  the  right  conditions  and  a  real  understanding  of  the  situation,  the 
average  country  boy  or  girl  will  find  the  country  the  more  satisfactory  place  in 
which  to  live  his  or  her  life.     It  possesses,  beyond  any  question,  beauty  and 
freedom  which  those  brought  up  in  it,  will  steadily  miss  if  they  go  elsewhere. 
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These  ad"Kantages  of  rural  life  should  be  made  clear  to  young  people  growing  up 
in  the  country said  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.   "In  preparing  youth  for 
rural  life  we  need  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  agriculture  and  rural  life  do  not 
demand  everyhody;   that  they  demand  persons  fitted  "by  temperament  and  ability  for 
this  type  of  career,  and  that  they  bfier  to  such  persons  genuine  opportunities 
to  be  useful'.'  m  Agriculture  offers  larger  opportunities  for  leadership  than  it 
has  ever  offered  before.     These  opportunities  are  not  vague  or  elusive.,  They 
are  calls  to  a,ction  in  behalf  of  the  soiind  economic  policies  which  alone  will 
yield  a  permanently  satisfactory  country  civilization.  . 


